PRINT: ISSN 0975-1122 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6322
International Journal of

EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES

Full text open access online (Since 2009)

© Kamla-Raj IJES 2026 Int J Edu Sci, 54(2): 258-264 (2026)

PRINT: ISSN 0975-1122 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6322 DOI: 10.31901/24566322.2026/54.2.1493

Transforming Young Musicians: Investigating the Impact
of a State College Musical Band Education Project

Emily J. Berja

College of Science, Bicol State College of Applied Sciences and Technology,
Peiiafrancia Avenue, Naga City 4400, Philippines
E-mail: ejberja@astean. biscast.edu.ph

KEYWORDS Community Extension. Ensemble Learning. Music Learning Retention. Skill Development. Student
Participation. Workshop

ABSTRACT This study examined the perceived effects of a Music Enhancement Training Program implemented at a
state college in Naga City, Philippines, on musical skill development, engagement, and retention. A descriptive mixed-
methods design was used. Thirty student participants completed two five-point surveys, while students, educators, and
administrators participated in semi-structured interviews. Descriptive statistics showed moderate perceived improvement
in musical skills (overall mean = 4.21) and agreement that the program supported engagement and retention (overall mean =
4.40). Thematic analysis identified gains in proficiency, motivation, creativity, collaboration, and intention to continue,
together with constraints involving instruments, practice spaces, and institutional support. The findings indicate that structured,
collaborative training was positively perceived by stakeholders; however, the self-reported, cross-sectional evidence does not
establish causal effects. Sustained resourcing, targeted theory and sight-reading instruction, and longitudinal monitoring are
recommended.



